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CANDIDLY CONSIDERED. 
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WI In 
A VIE w to expoſe . the Miepreſentation 


OF THE 


Anonymous A182 of the 1 wo LETTERS 


Addreſſed to His p; 


a Method of removing Them. 


Nullius addictus jurare in verba magiſtri, 
Quo me Ons rapit Tempeſtas deferor hoſpes. 


Hon. 


raux d' Armée de faire proviſion de ces qualitez morales 
qui ſont utiles dans une vie de Retraite. 


NOBLE COMMANDER, 


To place the Controverſy on a Foundation ſup- 
ported by Facts ; to ſtate the Difficulties, 
which obſtruct a public Inquiry; and to propoſe 


In ny a point de Gens qui aient plus de beſoin que les Gene- | 
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CONDUCT. 


OF A LATE 
NOBLE COMMANDER, 
CANDIDLY CONSIDERED. 


| I hath been ſaid of the Inhabi- 
A tants of ſome maritime Counties, 
that they pray for a Shipwreck, 
as deyoutly as others pray for a 
good Harveſt ; it being their Opi- 


Py | non, no Doubt, that the Unfor- 


| ttuynate have no Right to Compal- 
hon, and that the Seaſon of Diſtteſs, is alſo the 
Hour of Infult and Injuſtice. 


The numerous Fraternity who exerciſe the 
Trade of Pamphlet-writing in this City, may well 


be compared to theſe Plunderers. They ſee a Storm 


gathering againſt the Reputation of any eminent 
Perfonage, with as great Satisfaction, as the above 
Wretches ſee a Sail, laboring in a lui ricane, on a 
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Lee Shore. No ſooner is an Admiral accuſed ; 
not doing his utmoſt ; a General in Chief of declin- 


ing to land; or a ſubordinate Commander of refu. 


ing to advance with his Cavalry, than they croud 
about him; ſome with the ſeeming Zeal of offici- 
ous Friends ; others with the Violence of declared 
Enemies; each with the mercenary View of mak. 
ing the Misfortune of the accuſed Perſon the 
Means of his own Gain, and the Subject of a Per. 
formance, that may enable him to eat. 


I have been led into this Reflection by obſer. 
ving the Eagerneſs and Zeal of the Combatrants, 
who have undertaken to addreſs the Public, on 
the Conduct of a late Novie Commander, who hath 
not eſcaped the Notice of our Literary I Iarpies, 
bur been brought by them upon his Trial before 

The infallible Tribunal of the Mob of Eugland. 
And his Cafe hath been argued, pro and con, with 
as much Preciſion and Accuracy as Council would 
plead, who have not looked upon their Briefs, be- 
fore Judges who are ready to condemn Or to ac- 
quit, as their anonymous Inſtructors are to accuſe 

or defend, without waiting for real Evidence 10 
dletermine thieir Judgqpent. | | 


As J mean to add One Pamphlet more, to the 
many already printed and forgotten, on this Sub- 

ject, I doubt not but there will be ſome, who 

trom my Title Page, may number me amongſt 
thoſe very Hirelings, whom I ſo thoroughly de- 

reſt and deſpiſe. But, I flatter myſelf that every 

one who peruſes thele Sheets will do Juſtice ta my 

Motives in commencing Author, My Performance, 

I am certain, will bear ſtrong, internal Marks of 

Impartiality, It is my declared Object, ta eſpouſe 

nothing but Truth, to cenſure nothing but Malice 
and Miſrepreſentation. And while J take x: 
| alls 
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Pains to expoſe the Unfairneſs of a Principal Ene⸗ 
my of Lord George Sackville, I ſhall, at the ſame 
Time, conduct myſelf in ſuch a Manner, however 
difficult it may ſeem, as to ſatisfy every” candid 
Reader, that I am no Advocate jor nis Lordſhip 


and his Cauſe, in gras 


My Reputation as a Writer, cannot ſuffer, for! Favs 
none to loſe; or, if I had, without being accuſed of 
Vanity, I might be allowed to think myſelf as 
well qualified to addreſs and inſtruct the Public, 
as many of thoſe Literary Mercenaries, whoſe Pen 
is always ready upon every Subject, who are 
thought worthy of being retained in any Controverſy 


that happens, and Who write, as the Swiſs: fight, 


for pay.—I mean to give no Offence to any 
body; but, if 1 do offend, J can fear Nobody's 
Reſentment; becauſe, 1 bows; I am ſafe from all 
Danger of Diſcovery. In commencing Author 
on this Subject I gratify no PaMon, but what 


an honeſt Man muſt be proud to indulge him- 


ſelf in; and while I have the inward Satisfaction 
of propoſing no View to myſelf but to correct 
the Prejudices of the Public, and to expoſe the 


vile Arts which have been uſed to produce thoſe 


Prejudices, I ſhall be leſs attentive to the Cenſures 
which may be paſſed on my want of ang in the 


Execution of This Deſign. 


Tr muſt give real Pain to every Lover of 
Truth, and to every Lover of Literature, that 


there Mould exiſt a Band of Proftigates, fitter to 
be Hewers of Wind and Drawers of Water, than to 


undertake any Literary Performance, who have 


the Effrontery to dictate to the Public as Au- 
thors, upon every Subject that engroſſes the Pub- 
lie Attention; catching the idle Curioſity of the 


gaping Multitude, at the Expence of Truth and 
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Juſtice, nay in Defiance of Grammar and Com. 
mon Senſe. I look upon ſuch induſtrious Gentle. 
men of the Quill, who lie in wait for a B—g, a 
M—4—t, and a Salle, and then ſtart out in 
Diſguiſe, from the Preſs, to be little better than 
another Set of Worthies, who alſo live by their 
Induſtry, and lie in wait, in Diſguiſe, to raiſe 
Contributions on Paſſengers. Nay the former are 
perhaps the moſt criminal. He who raiſes Con- 
tributions on the Highway, only injures the Indi- 
vidual whom he attacks. Whereas, the Scribler, 
who raiſes Contributions from the Preſs, beſides in- 
juring the unfortunate Object of his vile Abuſe, 
or betraying the equally unfortunate Object of his 
ignorant Commendation, alſo doth what in him 
lieth, to miſlead the Public. And the Public is 
too apt alas! to be a Dupe, upon ſuch Occaſions; 
being ſeldom able to judge of Facts, even where 
there is no Intention to miſrepreſent them, or of 
Evidence, even when it is fairly ſtated ; much leſs 
to diſtinguiſh angry Invective from ſolid Argu- 
ment, to unravel the Web of Sophiſtry, and trace 
the artful Snares of lurking Miſrepreſentation. 


When Ignorance, Folly, and Impudence, are 
the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics of Champions en- 
oaged in a Controverſy, the Perſon who would fit 
down to anſwer their Productions, would give juſt 
Room for ſuſpecting his own to be equally crude 
and impertinent. For as we may judge of a Man's 


Character from the Company he keeps; we may 


_ alfo form a pretty good Gueſs of the Defect of 
Adbilities in a Writer, from the Defe& of Merit 
in the Performances he thinks worthy of an An- 
| ſwer. It is for this Reaſon, that I would leave in 
that Obſcurity, into which they have already tallen, 
the numerous Productions to which the Affair of 


Lord G—S— 's hath given Exiſtence; _ | 
| Only, 
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only, #he Lelrers to a late Noble Commander 
The Author of theſe Pamphlets is, indeed, the 
only One, of either Side, in this Controverſy, 
whole N ＋ ps w—_ ed 0 Succeſs. 
Jappy in being able to conciliate the Appro- 
_ of his Readers. by expreſſing himſelf . 
with Elegance, his Letters have been eagerly 
ſought after and perufed ; have fixed the Opinions 
of many into whoſe Hands they have fallen, and 
been inſtrumental in adding to the Noble Commans+ 
 &r's Puniſhment, by making his Cauſe unpopular 
amongſt his Countrymen. 7; 


A candid, but careful Peruſal of theſe Letters, 
particularly of the Second, where the principal At- 
tack is made, hath led e to entertain a very dif- 
ferent Opinion of the Author's Integrity from that 
Which I, with the reſt of his Readers, entertain of 
his Abilities : And if I can be able to point out to 
the World, glaring Inſtances of the Unfairnefs 
with which he has attacked Lord G. &, I ſhall 
think 1 have done a Piece of Juſtice to the unfor- 
tunate Nobleman ſo cruelly treated by him; and 
to the Public, in general, who have been ſo groſs- 
ty impoſed upon. Nay, thoſe very Perſons who 
have had better Reaſons for thinking the Noble 
Commander blameable, than are to be met with 
in Pamphlets and News-papers, will alſo thank 
me, For no Cauſe can gain any Honor -by a 
Defence built on diſhonourable Arguments; and 
though many honeſt and worthy Men believe Lord 
6. §. in the wrong, no one who hath the leaſt 
Pretenſion to that Character, would be glad to 
ke Malice, directing his Charge, and Miſrepre- 
ſentation inflaming his Accuſation. This, there- 
tore, hath been my real Motive for. writing on 
this Subject. Of no Side in this Controverſy, 
and careful only to embrace Truth, I wait pa- 

Es tiently 


| 
* 
tiently for Facts hitherto concealed from the Pub- 
lic, before I form my judgment upon the whole, 
But, at the ſame Time, when I perceived the vi. 
leſt Arts made uſe of, by this favorite Letter. 
writer ; when I ſaw him have Recourſe to ſuch 
Methods to defend his Cauſe, as are uſually the 
laſt Refuge in a Cauſe which cannot be defended 
fairly, I was rouzed from my Love of Indolence, 
by my Hatred of Impoſition ; and have ventured 
to lay before the Public the preſent performance : 
In which I do not mean (J repeat it) to take a 
Side in the Controverſy itſelf; but to ſatisfy 
every fair Inquirer after the Truth, that whether 
the Noble Commander be guilty or innocent of 
the Fact he is charged with, the Manner in which 
the Author of the Second Letter hath ſupported | 
that Charge, is indefenſible, muſt give Pain to 
every one who can bluſh at Injuſtice, and in the 


End muſt ſerve that very Perſon whom it means 
to vilify and deſtroy. 


J am ſorry to ſpeak in ſuch Terms of One, 
who ſeems to have ſome Degree of Eminence as a 
Writer, and to ſtand diſtinguiſhed from the nu- 
merous Band of Low, groveling Scriblers, who 
have peſtered the Town with their ignorant Abuſe 
on Lord G— S$——, But Truth obliges me to 
_ obſerve that if he has Abilities, he appears capa- 
ble of proſtituting them to rhe worſt of Purpoſes. 
Tho? I readily acquit him of the mercenary View 
of Gain, I cannot acquit him of a View. equally 
criminal, the Gratification of ſome private Re- 
ſentment. If Motives of this kind had not infiu- 
enced him, if a Regard to Truth or Juſtice had 
induced him to attack the Noble Commander, he 
would not, certainly, have entered himſelf a Cham- 
pion in the Controverſy, before he poſſibly could 

have Facts on which he might found his _— 
| | | nc 
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Ind yet it is well known that he did this. IIe 


wrote his firſ# Letter before he knew One ſingle 
Circumſtance of the Tranſaction at Minden, ag 
any One may know who will peruſe it : And, yet, 
in that very Pamphlet he indulged himſelf in a 
Severity of Expreſſion, and Wantonneſs of Invec- 
tive which could not even have been warranted, 
had he writ with the fulleſt. and cleareſt Conyic- 
tion of the noble Commander's Guilt. I mean 
not to aggravate the Matter; for whatever J now 


fay, is confirmed by his own Confeſſion. Soon 


after his firſt Letter appeared, the Publication of 
ſome authentic Papers laid open the Circumſtances 
of this Affair, and forced him to own, in his Se- 
cond Performance, what a Writer who can bluſh 
at any thing would bluſh to own—that he had 


taken his Side againſt Lord G. S, before he 


eren knew What he was accuſed of. He had in- 
veighed againſt his Lordſhip thro* a whole Pam- 
phlet for diſobeying Orders, to attack; and ,he 
himſelf is obliged to own, in his Second Letter F, 
that no ſuch Orders ever were given. The im- 
partial Reader will, from this ſingle Inſtance, have 


juſt Reaſon to conclude, that He who could begin 


his Charge againſt the Noble Commander, with 
ſo much Ignorance, was determined, at all Events, 


to confirm it, and would make no Scruple to call 


in the moſt indefenſible Arts, for this Purpoſe, 
That he hath done fo, it is my Buſineſs, now, to 


prove ; animated with no Reſentment, for I know 


not who my Antagoniit is; influenced by no At- 
tachment to a Party, for I proteſt againſt being 
an Advocate for Lord G. $S—; but intent upon 
this ſingle Point, to expoſe the unfair and diſhon- 
eſt Methods which have been made uſe of by this 
anonymous Letter-Writer, io fuppori. his Caule 
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Methods which have nor del dad wi 


thoſe who have read his Performance, and which, 


when pointed out, will meet with that Cenſure 
they. deſerve. I am not ignorant that there hath 


appeared an Anfwer to this Author. But as the 


Second Letter, which indeed' is the Only One that 
appeals to Facts, is not taken Notice of, by the An- 
ſwerer, tho' it had been long in the Hands of the 
Public, this Anſwer would not have precluded me 
from giving my Sentiments, even if the Author had 


appeared of more Conſequence than I found him, 
For it has been the Fate of his Lordſhip to be de. 


fended as unſkilfully, as he has been attacked unfair. 


ly; and in near Seventy Pages, of which his Advo- 


cate's Pamphlet conſiſts, I proteſt I did not find One 
ſolid Argument offered in Favour of the Side it ef- 
pouſes; but, on the contrary, found many Things 
which could have no Tendency but to hurt the Noble 
Lord, by injudicious Recrimination on Characters 
too reſpectable to be inſulted from the Preſs—a 
Method of Defence which his Lordſhip muſt cer- 
tainly diſapprove, as the Public, happily united, 
and tired of the Clamours of Faction, will never 
be prevailed upon to look upon the Cauſe of Lord 
G. S. as the Cauſe of Britain; nor bear, with 
Temper, ſuch groſs Inſult as the Conqueror at 
Minden hath met with, in the Performance of this 


anonymous Hireling *.— This Declaration will, I 


hope, be of ſome Weight in procuring me a fa- 
vourable Hearing ; and the Reader will, by this 
Time, begin to pay ſome Regard to my Affur- 
ances, that I am no Advocate for the Noble 


Commander; tho' I mean to expoſe the unjuſt 


Treatment he has met with from ſome of his Ad- 
verſaries. | 


* Caid to be elcare, and printed for Over, 


T here 


n * 
Ly F 
4 J 


g——_ ww mock Yuamad. WA. «2 aa-s F af T _._. wb oe a. Lt a. 


ere 


 - » 9 * : 


There are two Points much laboured in the S- 


n Letter, which, if well ſupported, would bear 


yery hard on Lord G. S. and go a great Way to 


uin his Cauſe, in the Opinion of every candid 


perſon: The fir is, that His Lordſhip has 
miſrepreſented a Fact, and aſſerted that how aw 
Lgomer's Orders from Prince Ferdinand came after 
Colonel Fitz-Roy brought his, When it is well 
known that Ligonier came firſt, The Second is, 
that Lord George not only heſitated to obey Fitz- 
Rs Order, becauſe different from Ligonier's, but 
alſo objected to Ligomer's; thus ſhewing his Re- 
ſolution: to obey neither.—-The Charge is heavy, 
but the Reader will now ſee that the Proofs are 
light, and that they have no other Foundation 
than wilful and deliberate Miſrepreſentation. 


The firſt Charge is urged in this Manner 
* Your Lordſhip's Memory has miſled you, with 
« Reſpect to the Arrival of the Two Aid du Camps, 
* Fitz-Roy and Ligonier —for you affirm that Li- 
* gonier followed the Colonel almoſt inſtantly, and 
* that he ſaid the whole Cavalry was to. ad- 
* yance “.“ | 


As it is well known that Ligonier arrived before 
Fitz-Roy, it would have a very bad Aſpect, if it 
was true that Lord George had aſſerted the con- 
trary, which is here laid to his Charge; and in 
ſupport of which, a Paſſage of his Letter to Litg- 
Roy is cited, and is as follows:“ When you 
brought me Orders to advance with the Britiſh 
* Cavalry, I was very near the Village of Halen, 


I think it is called, I mean that Place that the 


* Saxons burnt. I was there advanced by M. Mal- 


* Second Letter, p. 15, 16. 
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& hortt's Order, and no further, when you came 
to me. Ligonier followed almoſt inſtantly, he 
„ ſajd the whole Cavalry was to advance.” 


Nothing is fo uſually, nor ſo juſtly complained 
of in Controverſy, as Miſrepreſentation of the 
Adverſary's Meaning, and Miſinterpretation of 
his Words. An Art, which tho“ it always ex- 
ofes the Perſon, who has recourſe to it, to Shame 
in the End, enables him, for ſame time, and till 
his Antagoniſt has had an Opportunity of geteg- 
ing him, to impoſe upon the Generality of his 
Readers, who are either too indolent ta examine, 
or too ignorant, if they do examine, to diſcover 
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j the Fallacy. This hath been remarkably the 
bit Caſe, with Regard to this Charge brought againſt 
| Lord G. S. The Author of the Second Letter ac- 
"i cuſes him of aſſerting that Ligonier followed Fitz- 


Rey; and what he accuſes him of, the Public ſup- 
poles ta have a real Foundation in his Lordſhip's 
own Letter above cited. But there could not 
have been ſuch a Conſtruction made of Lord 
G's Words, if Candor had, in the leaſt, checked 
the Severity of Accuſation, and Fraud not been 
called in, to give a Sanction to Abuſe. 


3 If Lord George really did aſſert in his Letter to 

Wo | Col. Fitz-Roy, that Ligonier followed the Colonel, 
this muſt have been either owing to want of Me- 
mory and Recollection, or to a wilful Intention of 
falſifying what he had not forgot. Now either 
Suppoſition is extremely improbable. 


Firſt, then, it is impoſſible to imagine that 
Lord George could forget the moſt eſſential Cir- 
cumſtance of a Tranſaction, on which his Repu- 
tation, his Fortune, and his Life depended; à 


* 


* ranſ- 


[ 11 ] 
Tranſaction which happened only a Day or two 
before, and which he ſits down to relate, coolly 
and circumſtantially, in this Letter; a Letter 


plainly writ with Deliberation, which could not 


have been writ without Recollection; and which, 
therefore, it cannot well be ſuppoſed; contains ſo 


grols a Miſtake. 


Again; it is not to be imagined that Lord George 
would ſend away his Letter to Col. Fitz-Roy 


without firſt ſhewing it to Capt. Snuth, who, as 


his Friend, and as his Aid du Camp, we may well 
ſuppoſe was admitted to peruſe what related to a 
Tranſaction in which he himſelf had fo great a 
Share. Now we have a Certainty that Capt. 
Snitþ did not find in Lord George's Letter any ſuch 
Miſtake, The Captain we know, from his own 
Declaration, of the ſame Date, well remembered 
which 'of the Aid du Camps came firſt; for his 
Words are 1 heard Lord G. S—— fay, on 
« his receiving Fitz-Roy's Orders, as they differed 
« from thoſe he had juſt received by Capt. Ligonier, 


he would ſpeak to the Prince himſelf.“ If, there- 


fore, it had been poſſible for Lord George to forget 
which of the Aid du Camps came firſt, Capt. Snith 


ve ſee was able to put him right, and certainly 


would have done fo, if he had underſtood the Paſ- 


ſage in Lord George's Letter, as aſſerting that 


* 


Lgorier followed Fitz- Roy. 


If it be improbable that Lord George could 
make this Miſtake from Forgetfulneſs, it is ſtill 
more improbable that he perverted this Fact with 
Deſign. He could have no poſſible Temptation 
to do this, becauſe his Defence is, that Ligonier 
and Fitz-Roy in giving the ſame Order from the 
Prince, gave it differently; ſo that it was a Matter 
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T 12} 
of the utmoſt Indifference to Lord George which 
of the two Aid du Camps came firſt. Or, if his 
Lordſhip can be ſuppoſed to have had any Tem 
tation. to invert the Order of their Arrival, he 
muſt have known that he attempted an Impogi- 
(bility. For to whom doth he fend the Letter, 
containing the ſuppoſed Falſhood ? Not to 2 
Stranger to the Tranſaction, not to any One who 
was not preſent, and whom, therefore, it might 
have been poſſible to impoſe upon; but to the very 
Perſon who beſt had it in his Power to diſprove 
the Aſſertion. And, therefore, unleſs we lay it 
down as a Principle not to be controverted,' that 
Lord G. $—— is devoid of Common Senſe, it can 
never be admitted that he meant to impoſe on Col. 
Fitz-Roy, or affirmed in his Letter, what is charged 
upon him, that Ligonier's Order was given laſt, 


But general Reaſonings of this Sort, however 
| plauſible and ſatisfactory, will avail nothing, un- 
leſs ſupported by the Letter itſelf: And whoever 
. will read the Paſſage, quoted above, on which the | 

Letter-Writer builds his Charge, and read it as it 
really ſtands, will find that Lord George a#ually did 
not mean to ſay that Fi/z- Roy came before Ligo- 
mer ; and we ſhall be able to detect the Adverlary 
of the Noble Commander, off Fraud and Interpo- 
lation, without the Aſſiſtance of which, the Charge 
he urges with ſo great Severity, could not have 
had any Foundation. | 


Obſerve then the good Faith and Honeſty of 

the Man. In order to prove that Lord George 

| hath placed Ligonier's Arrival after 7itz-Roy's, he 
found himſelf obliged to make a ſmall Emenda- 
tion in the Paſſage of his Lordſhip's Letter, and 
. Inſtead of retaining the Words as they really are, 
2-4 - | Ligonich 


123 


cited them thus, Ligonier followed, HER CoLoneLy 
ae übe rp. N 


Falſe Citations are, in plain Exgliſb, literary 


Forgeries, and when detected, muſt for ever ruin 


the Credit of the Perſon who has had recourſe 
to them. The Public, therefore, will, with a 
becoming Indignation, reſent the Method made 
uſe of, on this Occaſion, to aggravate the —_— 


againſt Lord-G. S, and while they commend 
Stile, they muſt deteſt the Malignity of a Perform- 
ance, where Truth and Honeſty are ſo ſhamefully 


diſtegarded. The Author, indeed, may plead in 
| his Apology, that he has only inſerted into his 


Lordſhip's-Letter two Words, .The Colonel, which 
are not in the Original. And, with the ſame 
Juſtice, he who counterfeits a Subſcription to a 


Deed, or Laſt-Will, may plead that his Fraud is 


confined to two Words only. But it is not the 
Quantity of the Forgery, in which the Crime 


conſiſts; and two Words are as effectual as two 


hundred, to do Buſineſs in this very laudable 
Trade. | | 2 | 


Lord George plainly refers to a different Period 
of Time, and to a different Fact, and not to the 
Arrival of 3jz-roy, when he ſays, Ligonier fol- 
lowed, inflantly. He means to ſay, that Ligonier 


| followed inflantly the Perſon from whom Lord 


George had received his former Order, by which 
Order be had been advanced very near the Village of 


Halen, and mo farther. And if his Lordſhip 
may be allowed to fill up an imperfect Sentence 
- of his own, a Privilege which his Antagoniſt has 


* P. 14, 15. 


aſſumed 


Ligonier followed almoſt inflanth,” he has twice ®. 
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aſſumed, he would not ſupply it with the Words, 
Abe Colonel, but with Words expreſſing his real 
Meaning Mr. Mathorte-—or the Perſon from 
whom he had-received the former Order. 


Nay without ſupplying any ſuch Words, only by 
making a ſmall Change in the Poſition of thoſe 
actually made uſe of by his Lordſhip, he is clear- 
ed effectually from the Charge of aſſerting that 
Ligonier came laſt, The Sentence at preſent ſtands 
thus: I was there advanced by M. Malborte's 
< order, and no farther, when you came to me.” 
Now, if we begin the Sentence, by placing the 
laſt Member of it firſt (which is a Piece of Juſ- 
tice every Writer may claim, when a falſe and 
abſurd Meaning is charged upon him, and which 
a Gentleman not uſed to the ſtrict Rules of gram- 
matical Nicety, may ſtill more reaſonably inſiſt 
upon) if, I ſay, we only change the Order of 
Lord G—S—'s Words, his Meaning will be 
cleared up; and the Sentence, freed from the 
_ Ambiguity in which the Senſe was before expreſ- 
ſed, will run thus. ben you came to me, I was 
« there advanced by Mr. Malhorte's Order, and 
“ no farther. Ligouier followed almoſt inſtantly,” 
By making this ſmall and honeſt Emendation 
of his Lordſhip's Stile, by altering the Poſition 
of a few Words without inſerting a ſingle One, 
every candid Reader will perceive, that when L. 
gonier is ſaid to have followed almoſt inflantly, thoſe 
Words are not to be connected with that Part of 
the preceeding Sentence which ſpeaks of Col. Fitz- 
roy's coming to Lord George, but with that Part of 
the Sentence which ſpeaks of the former Order 
received by the German Aid du Camp. His Lord- 
ſhip's Intention, in this Part of his Letter, is ob- 
vious. He would account for every Moment of 


his 


[15] 


rds, his Time on the Day of Action; and to ſhew that, 


real previous to the Arrival of Ligonier, no Time had 
om been loſt by him, he connects this Period with 


what had happened before, mentioning his Poſi- 


tion, and the Order which placed him in it; 


by which Order he had executed the inſtant before 
fe Ligonier arrived.—* This ſeems to be the plain 
eats « and natural Conſtruction of this Paſſage with- 
hat « out inſiſting on grammatical Niceties. For I 
nds « am ſenſible that however Criticiſms of that ſort 
te's may be of uſe in a Literary Conteſt for Victory, 
e. « they ought to be diſcarded in a candid Inquiry 
the « after Truth *.“ — Theſe are the Words of his 
uf- Lordſhip's Antagoniſt upon the very Point, and 
and the Reader will obſerve how little Regard is ever 
ich to be paid to the unexamined Affirmations of 
im- controverſial Writers, ſince we may obſerve in the 
fiſt Caſe before us, that the Author of the Letters 
of to a Noble Commander has, in this very In- 
be ſtance, where he boaſts of his Candor, been de- 
-7 tected, in ſhameful Interpolation, and Fraud, 

Was I ſhall now. confirm the above Interpretation 
and which I have given, of this Paſſage of Lord 
7 George's Letter to Col. Fitz- roy, by citing another 
jon Paper which is well known to have come from his 
ion Lordſhip, and which it is very remarkable, is 
ne, never once mentioned or cited by the Author of 
L- the Letters to the Noble Commander. Long be- 
'oſe fore the Letter to Fitz- roy was made public, a 
| of Narrative of Lord George's Conduct at Minden, was 
142 handed about; and printed ſince, under the Title 


- of of his Lordjhip's Apology. Whence comes it, then, 


- that, in three long Pamphlets +, there has not 
rd- N 

ob- * Second Letter, p. 25. * | 

of f The two Letters and the farther Animadwerſions. 

his been 
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been cke leaſt Notice taken of this Paper? The 
Reaſon will appęar to be; ſuch as his Lordſhip's | 
Antagoniſt mult bluſſi to be taxed with; and what 


the Public, deceived by this Man's Miſrepreſenta- 


tions, will be ſurprized to find him taxed with ſo 


Juitly,. In a Word, this Narrative of Lord George's 
effectually overturns all the Cavils and Arguments 
built on the Letter to Hitz- roy, and the other Papers 
referred to in the Letters to the Noble Commander; 
ſo that there was an abſolute Neceſſity of keeping 
it quite out of Sight, and of concealing from the 
Reader that any ſueh Paper exiſted. How far 
this Silence is agreeable to the firſt Principles of 
moral honeſty, I ſhall not ſay; but this I will ad- 
mit that it is perfectly agreeable; to the Dictates 


of human Prudence. For had the Letter-writer 


preſented his Readers with Lord G. S.——' 
Narrative, he would have anſwered his own Pamph- 
lets, and detected his own Impofition on the 


Public. What he concealed from Views ſo cul- 


pable, I think myſelf obliged to take Notice of, 
that I may deſerve the Name of impartial, to 
which I ſo loudly put in my Claim. 


His Lordſhip, in this curious and eircumſtantial 
Account of his Conduct, having deſcribed the 
Situation he was in, and the Motions his Cavalry 
had made, in Conſequence of Orders he had re- 
ceœived from Mr, Malborte and Captain Wintyard, pro- 
ceeds thus: immediately that after, Captain Ligonier 
% arrived and ſaid, it was the Duke's Orders that 
* the whole Cavalry ſhould advance; we then 
dre our Swords (having returned them be- 
5 fore, to eaſe the Men's Hands) and the Cavalry 
* was put in Motion, when Colonel #7z-r0 
* came up, in a great Hurry, and ſaid it _y 
3 | | « the 


tHÞ 


— — à— — — — . XS! 


— fron x 72 


— „ ws WS, Yy a - 


as „ As —— — — RY” CC IT 


ne 


« ſhould advance *.“ 


Two Obſervations reſult from this Paſſage, which 


muſt demonſtrate to the Public how ſhamefully 


the Charge againſt Lord C. S. has been aggravated 
by the Letter- writer. Firſt, then, it appears from it, 
that bis Lordſhip, doth not place Ligonier's Arri- 


al after Fi!z-roy's, but relates the quite contrary, - 


And, Secondly, his Lordſhip gives us the true 
Comment on the Paſſage Ligonier followed almoſt 
nfantly, which has been ſo cruelly miſrepreſented : 
For here he makes uſe of Words of the ſame Sig- 
nfication, ſaying, Immediately after that, Captain 
Ligonier arrived, when the Context doth not 
leave the leaſt Room for any Ambiguity of Mean- 
ng, and _— confines it to this ſingle Point 
—t0 repreſent Ligonier's Arrival, as being imme- 
diately after his Lordſhip had obeyed the Orders 
he had before got from the German Aid de Camps. 
—Had this Paſſage, of the Narrative, been pro- 
duced, in the Second Letter, the Author could 
not have diſplayed his Ingenuity, as he has done, 
n perverting the Senſe of the Paſſage in the Let- 
ter to Fitz-roy.—Lord George S—, indeed, would 
have been vindicated from this Part of the Charge: 


but, it ſeems, it was not his Antagoniſt's Inten- 


tion, when he wrote againſt the Noble Comman- 
der, to find any thing in his Conduct that could 
be vindicated, He wrote that ghe might blame, 
and, therefore, he concealed what he himſelf well 


knew would exculpate. A Paſſage of a Letter to 


Cl. Fitz-rcy, was, with the Help of Interpolation, 
capable of a Meaning unfavourable to Lord George; 
and therefore, a ſimiler Paſſage in the Narrative, 


* His Lordhip's Apology, p. 


« the Duke's Orders that the Britiſb C avalry onl 
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which would have cleared up the Matter, and 
could have no Meaning put upon it, but what was 
favourable to his Lordſhip, was concealed and 


omitted. N 


Can the Author of ſo diſingenuous a Perform. 
ance after this have the leaſt Regard paid to him? 
Surely not by any candid Inquirer after Truth, 
Every one who deſerves, or is deſirous of this 
Character, will feel an honeſt Indignation, when 
he ſees a Cauſe ſupported by Arts fo indefenſible; 
and whatever his Opinion in general be, concern- 
ing the Affair of Lord George, will take his Part 
againſt a Libeller, who ſo wantonly ſcatters ground- 
lets Abuſe, and ſo wilfully miſrepreſents the real 
Matter of Accuſation. | 


What hath been offered already, ſufficiently ju- 
ſtifies any Severity of Expreſſion I may uſe; an- 
other Inſtance which I ſhall now produce, will not 
be more to the Honor of this anonymous Letter- 
writer; and we need not be ſurprized to find him 
guilty of a Second Offence againſt Equity and 
Truth, as the Firſt, hath been ſo ſatisfactorily 


proved, in what went before. 


| } a | 
Whoever knows any thing of the Controverſy 
about Lord George & 's Conduct, muſt know 
that the Subſtance of his Lordſhip's Defence is 
this—That Ligonier brought him an Order, to ad- 
vance with all the Cavalry; that Fitz rey came 
ſoon after, with an Order to advance only the Bri- 


tiſo Cavalry, and that the two Aid du Camps thus | 


bringing a different Order, though they both came 
from the Prince, at the ſame time, he deſired to 
ſee the Prince to know from his own Mouth, what 
he was to do. — This State of the Cale _ 

| chat 


[ 19 ] | 

that his Lordſhip would have obeyed Ligonier, 
without Heſitation, if Fitz-roy's Arrival, and dif- 
ſerent Order, had not introduced the Perplexity, 
But the Letter-writer, with his uſual Candor, re- 
preſents Lord George as objecting to both Orders 
both to that which ordered all the Cavalry, and 
to that which ordered ozly the Britiſb, to advance. 


and 
t Was 
and 


orm- 
him ? 


ruth, A Charge ſo heinous as this, if it could be well 
* this Wil fipported, would, indeed, be fatal to his Lord- 
when ſhip's Character, and juſtly expoſe him to the ſe- 
ble; yereſt military Cenſure, But fortunately for him 
cern- it could never have entered the Imagination of any 
Part fiir Adverſary, nor have been urged by the Let- 
und- ter-writer, if he had not {et out upon a Plan of go- 
real ng all Lengths to prove his Point. The Charge is 
| funded on Captain Smith's Declaration, as refer- 
15 rd to in the following Paſſage. The Captain 
y Ju- « ſays, that when he took the Liberty of aſſuring 
3 an- & your Lordſhip that he thought the Colonel's 
II not Orders clear and poſitive, for the Britzfh Cavalry 
etter. „only to advance, you made Aniwer that you 
| him „had alſo an Order from the Prince by Mr. Li- 
and * 9onier, for the whole Wing to come away; and 
torily you thought it impoſſihle the Prince could mean 
© that *. Thus you objegted to both, and effec- 
| * tually obeyed neither .“ Little did Captain 
verſy dh dream when he gave his Declaration, of 
know what he knew relative to this Matter, that he 
ce 18 ſhould be found to be the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
o ad- z2ainſt the Noble Commander, whoie Conduct he 
came certainly thought blaineleſs. And yet, if the 
Bri- Letter-Writer has given the Captain's Words their 
thus night Interpretation, Colonel T rey who is Lord 
came berge's Accuſer, ſays nothing half fo ſtrong, as 
ed to N = 9 
what * Second Jetter, P. 23. 
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doth Captain Smith who is his Friend. Colonel 
Fitz-roy proves that his Lordſhip objected to the 
Orders which be brought. This Lord George ad- 
mits, and gives a Reaſon for. Captain Smith al. 
ſo ſpeaks to this Point; but, farther, the Letter. 
writer repreſents him as an Evidence, who aſſerts 
that his Lordſhip equally objected to the Orders 
which Ligonier brought for all the Cavalry to ad- 
vance, It is impoſſible the Prince could mean that. 


The anonymous Libeller is here at his favourite 
Employment of aſſiſting his Cauſe at the Expence 
of Truth, He refers theſe Words (which Captain 
Smith puts in Lord George's Mouth)—* It is im- 
poſſible the Prince could mean T to the Or- 
ders brought by Ligonier; which Captain Smith, 
certainly never dream't of, for they plainly relate 
fo the Orders brought by Colonel Fitz-roy. | 


To ſupport this Interpretation, we need only at- 
tend to the Cauſe of the Dialogue between Lord 
G. and Captain Smith, which 1 ſhall ſtate fairly, 
to ſhew it to be impoſſible that Lord George could 
mean to object to the Orders brought by Ligonier, 
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To | 


fe] 


Jo this | Lord Gunrge is to make a Reply: What * 
it then? My Lord replies in thoſe Words which 


the Letter-writer has pervented. —** I have alſo an 
Order from the Prince by Captain Ligonier for 


« all the Cavalry; and F think it « impoſible the 


Prince can mean That.” 


| Now if by That, we are to —_ Ligonier's 
Orders; it is plain that his Lordſhip makes ne 
Reply to what Captain Smith had fad The Cap- 
tain tells him Fitz-roy is expreſs and poſitive that 
the Britiſh Cavalry only is to advance: Lord 
George's Reply thus interpreted is, I have an Or- 
der by Liganier that all the Cavalry ſhould ad- 
vance, and I think it impgſiible the Prince ſhould 


mean all the Cavalry. Now this is, plainly, no 
Reply. Lord George is now doubting of the Ex- 


actneſs of Hitz 99's Orders, and is on his Way to 
the Prince to have his Meaning cleared up. He 


therefore, upon being thus addreſſed by Smith, 
could make no pertinent Reply without giving his 


Reaſon, for thinking Fitz: roy was miſtaken ; 


whereas, if the Interpretation of the Letter-writer 


be juſt, he gives a ſtrong Reaſon why he ſhould 
believe he was not miſtaken, For if Lord George 


thought it impoſſible the Prince could mean to ad- 


yance with al} zbe Cavalry, he could not have had 
the leaſt Pretence for objecting to the Order to ad- 
vance the e Cavalry _ 


-- The if we ſuppoſe t that when Lord Gude ars 
« think it impoſſible the Prince could mean 
* That” he refers to the Orders brought by 
Fitz-Roy, here we. have a proper Reply to Capt. 
Smith ] have received an Order, by Ligonier, 
to advance with all the Cavalry , and I think that 
* Fitz-Roy's Order to advance only the Britiſh, 

could 


„ 
* could never be what the Prince means.” Ac. 
cording to this Interpretation, we ſee the Dialogue- 
proceeds regularly, and Lord George gives a good 
Reaſon for his Perplexity, and refuſing to obey 
Fitz-Roy. Capt. Smith's Reply to Lord George 
confirms this Interpretation“ If your Lordſhip 
will allow me to fetch the Britifh, they are but 
a Part, and if it is wrong, we can ſoon remedy 
the Fault,” which may be illuſtrated by the 
following Comment: Tour Lordſhip, I own, 
* has Reaſon to be under Perplexity. Ligonier's 
Orders are to advance with all the Cavalry of 
« the Right-Wing, Fitz-Roy's are to advance with 
* the Britiſo Cavalry only. But in the mean time, 
& till your Lordſhip learns what the Prince's Mean- 
“ ing is, from himſelf, let me fetch the Britiſb; 
de they are but a Part, it is true; but if this be 
* wrong; if the Prince means that all the Wing 
* ſhall advance, it will be eaſily remedied, by 
making the reſt follow.“ i 5 


From the whole turn and ſcope of this Dialogue 
between Lord George and Capt. Smith, as related 
by the Captain, it appears that the Charge brought 
againſt his Lordſhip of objecting to Ligonier's Or- 
ders is as — as the former Charge brought 
againſt him of placing Ligonier's Arrival after 
Fitz-Roy's, was ſhewn to be, before. 


But, farther; if the Author of the Letters to 
the Noble Commander, had not been blind to 
every thing in favour of his Lordſhip, he muſt 
have ſeen, from Col. Fitz-Roy's Evidence, what 
Lord George meant by ſaying he thought it impoſſible 
the Prince could mean tha. The Colonel in his 
Letter to Lord George ſays, ©* You expreſſed your 


* Surprize at the Order, ſaying it was * 
wy t e 
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« the Prince could mean to break the Line.” 


Here then the Affair is cleared up; and Col. Fitz- 


Roy bears witneſs in favour of Lord George, that 
his Lordſhip's Doubts and Objections had no Re- 
ference to the Order brought by Ligonier. | 


The invidious Senſe put upon the Paſſage of 
Capt. Smith's Declaration, will be ſtill more fully 
confuted, if, beſides Fita-Ray's Letter, we alſo | 
call in Lord George's Narrative, already quoted; 
which Paper is well known to be authentic, and 
the Facts aſſerted in it I muſt ſuppoſe to be Ly 
Rated, till I ſee them controverted. 


Hear then his Landis s own Words, Capt. 
« Ligonier arrived and ſaid it was the Duke's Or- 


ders, that the whole Cavalry ſhould advance; 


* we then drew our Swords, and the Cavalry was 
put in Motion; when Col. Fitz-Roy came in a 
« oreat Hurry, and ſaid it was the Duke's Orders 

that the Bri/zh Cavalry only ſhould advance.— 

* I defired Col. F3/z-Roy to be in no Hurry, but 

« to deliver his Orders diftintly.—I ſhould have 

« done neither, had not his Orders differed from 

* thoſe of Capt. Ligonier, tho' they both came 

from the Duke at the ſame Time. I did not 

* underſtand why the Duke ſhould ſeparate the 

* Line, as we all knew the Enemy's Superiority 


3 in Number of Cavalry; and was for that Rea- 


* ſon inclined to think that Capt. Ligonier was 
right, and that Col. Fitz- Roy had miſtaken, 
* Under this Dilemma I contend what I ſhould 
* do; and halted the whole Cavalry which was 

* advancing. —lI aſked if the Duke was near, and 
* defired to be conducted to him ny 


2 His Lordſhip's Apology, p. 14. ; 48 
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once the Public is ſatisfy*d, that before the A. 


: F 211 
The above Paſſage well deſerves our Attention; 
it is, in ſhort, the Sum of Lord George S——) 
Defence, and any Trial of public Hearing he may 
have, will only give him an Opportunity of prov- 


ing the Things above aſſerted. I ſhall, perhaps; 


before I conclude, make further Uſe of this State 


of his Lordſhip's Caſe; at preſent, I would only 
_ obſerve, that it abſolutely confutes the Charge 


brought againft his Lordſhip, in the Second Let. 
ter—that he objected to 7 Pare Order as well as 
to Fitz-roy's. From it we learn, that far from ob- 


jecting, or heſitating, his Lordſhip inſtantly be- 


gan to obey Ligonier's Orders; the Cavalry drew 
their Swords, and were put in Motian. Could he, 
therefore, think it impoſſible the Prince could 
mean Ligoniers Order, when he inftantly began 
to obey it? And is it not plain that, if only Ligo; 
nier had come, then there would have been no 
Pretence for Diſobedience of Orders? The Orders 
were to advance with all the Cavalry: No fooner 
are they received but all the Cavalry is put in Mo- 
tion; and would have advanced, if, at this very 
Inſtant Colonel Fitz-roy's Arrival had not produced 
the Perplexity that follo wen. 


Having now ſufficiently proved what I promiſed 
to make good againſt the Letters to a Noble Com- 
mander, I would aſk, 'with that Warmth which 
every candid Perſon will think proper, and well: 

laced, —Is the Reputation of the meaneſt Sub- 
Jet, much leſs of a Noble Perſon, lately employed 
in fo honourable a Station by his Country, to be 
thus attacked by the forced Meaning of Words, 


and wilful Perverfion of Phraſes ?—But, indeed, 


ſuch a Method of attacking his Lordfhip, mult, 
in the End, prove favourable to his Cauſe. When 


ol 


[25]. 


fciently ſtrengthen the Charge, it was neceſſary 
to inter polate the Letter to Hitz-Roy, and to 


With, this will ſerve to recall to their Minds, 
the unjuſtifiable Methods uſed to exaggerate the 
Guilt of the unfortunate Byng, whoſe Conduct, 
tho! I cannot defend, I think leſs criminal than 
that of his ſevereſt Enemies, who, conſcious that 
they themſelves deſerved Puniſhment, took every 


by mutilating and altering his Letter. The two 
Caſes, indeed, are not exactly parallel. Lord 
berge s Letter to Fitz- Roy, and Capt. Smith's 
Declaration, have been miſ- quoted and miſre- 


mention, that 4—/ B—g's Letter to Mr. C— 0, 


The late Noble Commander has no Reaſon to fear 
ary ſuch Injuſtice at preſent; I mean Injuſtice 
trom thoſe in Power. That he has met with the 
moſt crying Injuſtice from thoſe who employ the 


ommencing Author hath been to undeceive the 
Public, and to convince thoſe who have been 
nfluenced againſt His Lordſhip, by the Argu- 
ments of the Second Letter, that they would do 
well to wait for farther Light into this Tranſac- 
tion, before they be peremptory in their Judg- 
ment, and ſevere in their Condemnation. I T 
anonymous Adveriary of Lord George, gives us 
Proofs of his Abilities ſo ſatisfactory, that we can- 
not make his Apology, by ſuppoſing him uneble 
to find out Truth, And the Inſtances of his hav- 
ng recourſe to Miſrepreſentation are ſo glaring, 
that we are not too ſevere in drawing a Conclu- 

E ſion, 


the Letters to the Noble Commander could ſuf- 
ryert the Meaning of the Declaration of Capt. 
Method, however baſe, to load him; and began 


preſented by an anonymous Libeller.— I need not 


ms altered——in a Paper of greater Authority. 


Preſs, is but too certain; and my ſole View in 
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Gon, that he really meant to patronize ] ) eit, and 


to eſtabliſh Falſhood. = 
What his Motives are, he beſt | knows himſlr 


But if the Letters to a Noble Commander. have thei 


Riſe from Faction; if, as it hath been whiſpered, 
and believed by many, the honeſt Verdict which 


Lord George aſſiſted in giving, on a Tranſaction 1 
| which ſullied the Honour of the Engliſh Arms, 


hath given Riſe to the Pamphlets. which contain 
ſo ſevere an Attack, the Motives of the Author, 
tho? founded on Friendſhip, are, at the ſame Time 
founded in Injuſtice; and we ſhall be ſufficient 
authorized to ſay that a Writer who can think thoſe 
Generals worthy of Applauſe who refuſed to land 
at R—<—t, attacks, with a very bad Grace, 
another General for not advancing at Minden. 


To ſee a Champion entering the Liſts, upon fuch 
Motives, can ſerve only to revive diſagreeable Pa- 
rallels; and, bad as his Lordſhip's Conduct may 


be, even upon the Repreſentation made of it by 


his bittereſt Enemy the Letter- Writer, it might 


not be difficult, if it were not invidious, to prove 
from Facts, that other Generals have been as cul- 


pable; with this very remarkable Difference, how- 


ever, that they ſtill enjoy their Jucrative Employ: 
ments, and military Honours——tho?, I hope, theit 


future Commands will never extend beyond a Re- 


view at Home, while a different Race of thing 


Commanders, are employed in real Service Abroad. 


My principal View, in writing on this Subject, 
was to point out the indefenſible Arts made ule ol 


See the Report of the General Off cere, on the Expedi 


in 


[27] 


in the Letters to the Noble Commander, to aggra- 


vate anck miſrepreſent the Charge brought againſt 


bim. This hath been effectually made out, I 
hope, in what I have offered already, and I ſhould 
now conclude, if I had not been of Opinion that 
ny Readers might naturally expect to find ſome- 
thing in my Pamphlet, not merely controverſial, 
L ſhall, therefore, proceed to propoſe ſome Reflec- 

ions which oceur to me, on the Caſe before us; 
boch as to the Tranſaction itſelf, which is the 
Stound of the Charge, and as to the Manner, in 
which the whole Affair may be legalhy ſifted to the 
Bottom, I am perfectly well ſatisfy'd, that what 


Thave to offer on theſe Heads will fully vindi- 


cate me, from any Suſpicion of having writ in 
Concert with Lord George, and at his Defire, I 
am his Friend only as far as I am a Friend to 


Truth; but, tho I have honeſtly expoſed the un- | 


generous Arts of his Adverſary the Letter-Writer, 
nothing ſhall reftrain me from offering a few Con- 
fderations, at preſent, : ſome of which may per- 


haps be Siſurdcable to his Lordſhip, tho', I am 


certain, they all proceed from Conviction, and are 


the real Sentiments of One who thinks freely on 


every Subject, without reſpect of Perſons, with- 


out the Prejudices of ignorant Credulity, and blind 


Attachment to F action. 


The firſt Obſervation I beg leave to make is 


this— That till we hear Capt. Ligonier s Evidence, 
it will be impoſſible for us to form any Judgment 
of the Affair. 


The Evidence of Col. Fitzroy hath been md 
the Ground-work of that Charge which in the Se- 
cond Leiter has been urged with ſo much Seve- 


55 5 ; but Captain (now Colonel) Ligonier is fo 


2 impor- 
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important a Witneſs, that till I hear what he har 
to ſay, I cannot pronounce whether or no Lord 
G. $.— diſobeyed any Orders ſent him by Prin 
Terdinand. e 18 | 5 
It muſt be admitted as a Principle dictated by 
common Senſe, and conſequently attended to in 
military Articles and Regulations that Order, 
which are contradictory cannot be obeyed. When, 
indeed, two Orders are received which cannot both 
be put in Execution, that which came laſt from 
the General, tho' both were received at the ſame 
time, muſt be obeyed, and the former ſuppoſed to 
be revoked.—It was upon this Principle that the 
Court- martial held on General Fowkes, refuſed 
his Plea of contradictory Orders *, and cenſured 
him for not putting the Battalion on Board Byny's 
Squadron. But when one and the ſame verbal 
Order is ſent from a General, by #wo different 
. Meſſengers, diſpatched at the ſame Time, who re- 
port it very differently from each other, to the 
ſubordinate Commander, in this Caſe, if there be 
— Senſe in Words, if there be Propriety in Conduct, 
that ſubordinate Commander muſt ſtand excuſed, 
if he ſuſpend his Judgment, and defer taking any 
Step, till he has been able to ſatisfy himſelf, what 
1s the Order given, and which of the Meſſengers 
Nock it. If we apply this general Obſervation 
to the particular Caſe of Lord G. $.-—, we 
ſhall ſee that according to all the Rules of com- 
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* Had the G-—1 pleaded that Circumſtances were totally 
changed before the Orders came to his Hand, and that there- 
fore he had a diſcretionary Power, he muſt have been acquit- 
ted: And as he had the unanimous Opinion of a Council of 
War, approving of his Conduct, and giving it as their Judg- 
ment, that G:6r«ltar was in Danger, and that the Battalion 


ſhould not be ſent, it is a pity he neglected a Defence ſo ſolid, 
mon 
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(29] 
mon Senſe, Equity, and Juſtice, he muſt be ae- 
itted of having diſobeyed Prince Ferdinand's Or- 
= if the two following Points be made clear, 
Firſt, That Ligonier and Fitz-roy brought one 
and the ſame Order; and, Secondly, That they 


differed eſſentially from each offer, when they 


delivered it to. 


Now that Ligonier and Fitz. rey brought one and 


the ſame Order from Prince Ferdinand is expreſsly 


and poſitively affirmed by Lord George, in his Nar- 


rative, where his Words are, they both came from 


the Duke at the ſame Time. But the Affirmation 


of the Perſon himſelf, who is ſuppoſed to be guilty, 
will ſerve him little, unleſs it be ſupported by 
real Evidence; and, therefore, to prove the Iden- 


tity of the Order brought by Ligonier and Fitz-roy, 


I ſhall beg leave to refer the Reader to Col. Fitz- 


ny himſelf, whoſe Words, in his Letter to 


Lord G. S. are, as follows. His Serene 
* Highneſs, upon ſome Report made to him by 
«the "Duke of Richmond, of the Situation of the 
Enemy, ſent Capt. Ligonier and myſelf, with 
« Orders for the Britiſh Cavalry to advance,” — 
Now, it cannot be doubted by any one, however 
dextrous in perverting the plain Meaning of 
Words, that Col. Hitz- rey here means to ſay, 
that Ligonier and he brought the ſame Order. 
Prince Ferdinand's Motive for ſending them both, 
is mentioned to have been a Report made by the 
Duke of Richmond, and two Meſſengers were ſent, 
as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, leſt any Accident ſhould 
happen to one of them. F 


. His Lordſhip's Apology, p. 5. 
Thus, 
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130 
Thus, then, it ſeems to be proved in the n 
unexceptionable Manner, that there was only Ow 
Order, ſent by the two Aid du Camps. But what 
Proof have we that this Order was delivered dif. 
ferently ? What Proof have we that Ligonier or- 
dered Lord G. to do one Thing, and that Fitz. 
rey ordered him to do another? Now, this very 
eſſential Circumſtance (a Circumſtance, the Truth 


or Falſhood of which is deciſive as to the whole 


Controverſy) has, hitherto, depended ſingly on 
Lord George's own Affirmation. His Lordſhip 
hath given this as the Reaſon for his Perplexity, 
In his Tar to Fitz-roy, and in his Narrative; but 
ſome other Evidence beſides his Lordſhip's, is 
wanting, to fix the Certainty of this Fact. In 
thort, Ligonier muſt ſpeak out. Till he gives us 


his Narrative of this Tranſaction, we ought to ſuſ- 


pend our Judgment; but give me leave to fay, 
at the ſame Time, that his remarkable Silexct, 


during all this Time, is a ſtrong Ground of Pre- 
Fumption, that Lord George has not miſrepreſented 
the Matter. His Lordſhip affirms very exprelsly, 
that the Order he received from Ligonier was for ihe 


cobole Cavalry to advance: And Fitz-roy owns that 


he brought him an Order for the Britiſh Cavalry 


only to advance. 


If this then ſhould be the real State of the 


Tranſaction, if Lord George can eſtabliſh theſe 


two Points, that Ligonier and Fitzroy carried one 
and the ſame Order; and that this Order was de- 
livered very differently, to him, I need not deſire a 
candid and capable Reader to draw this Inference, 
that were the Noble Commander brought to 2 
Court-Martial, he muſt neceſſarily be acquitted. 
On the other Hand, if Ligonier ſhould upon Exa- 


mination throw freſh Light upon the In, 
1 


T3» 

if he ſhould either deny che [dev:3y.of the Order, 
42 alleged Contradiction — his and Hitz. 
79's Manner of delivering it, in this Caſr, Lord 
6. $.———s' Plea would appear groundleſs, and 
Diſobedience of Orders be proved upon him, 
without having recourſe to the Sophiſtry, and Un- 
fairnefs, with which, as we haye ſeen, his Lord- 
ſhip has been attacked from the Preſs, 


Indeed, if the Evidence of Lgonier ſnould co- 
toborate Lord George's State of the Tranſactien, 
another Altercation might ariſe between other Par- 
ties. But, as any [Miſtake that might be made 
by one or other of the Aid du Camps, in delivers 
ing the Prince's Orders muſt be looked upon as 
involuntary ; and, farther, as it ſeems certain that 


this Miſtake was attended with no detrimental 


Conſequences, the Battle having ended before the 
Order could have been obeyed in either Shape * ; 
for this Reaſon it ſhould ſeem, that it would be 


equally unneceſſary, as it would be invidious, to 
trace the Miſtake to its Source. If the only Per- 


fon who has been ſuppoſed, and (publicly treated as 


gulty, be proved innocent, thoſe who have ſuf- 
ered no Puniſhment may well'be pardoned for a 
Make : And till Infallibility be annexed to the 
Office of Aid du Camp, we ſhould' be unreaſonably 
ſevere, if Ligonier or Fitz. roy were ever called to 


* Lord G— S. in his Narrative ſays—* I ſolemnly 
* aſſert, That I know not the leaſt Delay, on my Part, in 
© executing the Duke's Orders pundtually and immediately, ex- 
* cept J was in Doubt for about five Minutes, whether 1 
* ſhould follow what Capt. Ligonier or what Col. Fitz-Rcy 
* ſaid.” And in his Lordſhip's Letter to Fitz-Roy, he aſſerts as 


poſitively—“ We were above an Hour too late, if it was the 


** Duke's Intention to have made the Cavalry paſs before our 
* Infantry, and charge the Enemy's Line,” 


account, 


RE. 
account, though the Miſtake of one of them, 
produced that Confuſion of Orders, which, tho* 
it hath been ſo fatal to the Noble Commander: 


was of no bad Conſequence to the Public. my 


Much hath been ſaid to blame Lord George for 
leaving his Poſt, in order to know from the Prince 
himſelf which of the Two Aid du Camps was in 
the right. _ who object this ſay, that his 
Lordſhip ſhould have ſent his own Aid du Camp to 
the Prince, and not have abandoned his Command 
himſelf. But I own that this ſeems a Point of 
little Conſequence. A Court-Martial would throw 
no Cenſure on him for this Article, if he could 
make it clear to them that the Orders brought by 
the two Aid du Camps were contradictory. Eager- 
neſs to know, what he was ordered to do, ſeems 
to have prompted him to take this Step; a Step 
which could not poſſibly be attended with any bad 
Conſequence, as the Cavalry were, at that time, 
at a great Diftance from the Field of Battle, fo 
that they could not poſſibly be expoſed to any 
Danger, during the ſhort Time, that Lord George 
left them, to have the Prince's Orders explained 
by - himſelf :—and the Service could not ſuffer 
during this Period, becauſe it is well known, and 
allowed, that while Lord George was employed in 
knowing the Prince's Intentions from himſelf, 
the Britiſh Cavalry was actually advancing by 
his Order.— „ 


It hath been objected, indeed, that his Lord- 
ſhip did not begin to move the Britiſb Cavalry 
till this was ſuggeſted to him by Captain Sith. 
But an impartial Court-Martial, 1 ſhould imagine, 
could throw no Cenfure on this Account. My 
Lord's Readineſs ro obey what he thought _— 


* 


ſpeak 

hem; ge Pritice's Order, appeared from his putting 
tho” all the Cavalry in Motion, which Ligioner ordered 
nder, nd the Perplexity into which Fitz-roy's Contra- 
8 action of this Order, could not but throw him, 
vill ſufficiently account for that Expedient not 
occurring to himſelf; which, however, he was 
eaſed to adopt, when ſuggeſted by Capt. Smith; 
þ that no time was loſt, 
But, perhaps, his Lordſhip might have been 
thle to defend his Conduct better, if he had not 
ordered the Britiſh Cavalry to advance, as he did. 
Before he was certain that the Order was not for 
the whole Cavalry of the Wing, he might have 
nrolved himſelf in very detrimental Conſequences, 
if he had advanced only with Part of ir. Suppoſe 
the French. Cavalry had broke through our hand- 
ful of Infantry (which, if the Britiſb had not be- 
haved better, perhaps, than Men ever did, would 
have been the Caſe) if Lord George had advanced 
with only the Britih * Part of the Cavalry, ſo far, 
35 not to be able to join the other Part again, left 
behind, it is extremely probable, that he might 
have been overpowered by the numerous Squadrons 
of the Enemy. In which Caſe, he might then have 
vell dreaded the Prince's Cenſure for breaking the 
Line, and have incurred more Blame for not obey- 
ing Ligonier, than he has done, for heſitating to 
obey Fitz- roy. His Lordſhip, therefore, had the 
beſt of Reaſons for not immediately advancing 
with Part of his Cavalry, which hath been ſo 
much objected to him; and, if he did yield to it, 


* The whole Right-Wing of Cavalry conſiſted of about 25 
bquadrons, of which 14 or 15 were the Briti/6, 


5 it 


Ea. 3% R 5 
it was only in Conſequence of Capt. Smith's Re. 
port, that Fi/z-roy was poſitive this was the Order, 
and upon a Preſumption, that, if it ſhould be 
found not to be ſo, the remaining Squadrons of 
the Wing might have been brought up, before 
they arrived at the Scene of Action. 


It is not a new Thing amongſt Soldiers to hear 

of Miſtakes made by the Perſons appointed to de- 
liver the General's Orders, in the Time of Action. 
At ſuch a Time of univerſal Confuſion, we may 
eaſily account for want of Exactneſs and Preciſion, 
in delivering a verbal Meſſage. Lord G. $.— 
therefore, Br from deſerving . Cenſure, ſeems 
rather worthy of Commendatian, for endeavour- 
ing to find out from the Prince himſelf, what his 
real Intentions were. And if another General of 
the Cavalry in a Battle in the laſt War, had not 
poſtponed his Attack, on account of an Ora, 
afterwards diſowned by the General in Chief, and 
delivered by a Foreign Aid du Camp, whole Per- 
fon could not be remembered, and whe never was 
known, the French would not have had the Action 
at Lafeldt to reckon up, amongſt their Victories 
over the Britiſh. . ns 


If the above Obſervations rather tend to juſtify 
than to condemn the late Noble Commander ; they 
are the honeſt Sentiments of a candid Inquirer after 
Truth; and are not made from any Motives of 
perſonal Attachment to Lord George, whom | 
never. was acquainted with, nor from any Inten- 
tion to throw blame on the Diſmiſſion of him from 
his Majeſty's Service without Trial.—For, if [ 
may ſeem inclined to favour his Lordſhip, in any 
of the above Points, I ſhall not be looked upon 


ves of 
hom | 
Inten- 


a from | 


r, if ! 
in any 
upon 

33 


[ 35 ] — 
as 2 thorough paced Advocate for him, when 1 
declare I do not think he can have any, the leaſt 
Pretence, for complaining of hard Uſage ; art leaſt, 
for appealing to the Public, and endeavouring to 


repreſent himſelf as inſured, and as refuſed that Fu- 


flice which is due to every Engliſoman, of being heard 
tefore he is condemned *.— Nothing can be more 
from the - Purpoſe than to draw any Argument 
from the Privileges due to an Engliſhman, as if 
theſe ſhould be the Rule of determining the Fate 
of a Soldier, For whoever once puts on the m1l:- 
tary Badge, gives up his Privileges as a free Sub- 
ject; and nothing can be more oppoſite than the 
wo Plans, of Britiſo Liberty, and of military 
Subjection. A Britiſh Subject hath certainly a 
night to be heard before he be condemned; if this be 
underſtood of a Britiſh Subject, who knows no 
Maſter but the Conſtitution of his Country; no 
Court, but PPetmin/ter-Hall ; no Judges, but his 
honeſt Neighbours, But an Engliſoman who has 
once ſubmitted to the military Yoke, may cer- 
tainly be condemned before he is heard, if Diſ- 
miſſion from his military Employments be a Con- 
d:mnation. I ſay, he may; for there is ſuch a 
Power lodged in his Majeſty, as Head of the 
Army; and though the Exerciſe of this Power 
may, in ſome Caſes, ſeem hard to Individuals, 
yet hath it, a ſingular good Effect, in general, 
by keeping up a conſtant Attention to Duty, and 
by reſtraining thoſe who know themſelves liable to 
be laid hold of by this Power, from any ſuch Con- 
duct as, though not ſtrictly puniſhable by a 


Court-Martial, may ſtill make them improper 


Lord George's Addreſs to the Public, p. 7. 
F 2 | Perſons 


Perſons to be longer continued in his Majeſty's 
Service, though the Reaſons of the Diſmiſſion may 
never be publicly aſſigned, nor even intimated to 
the Perſon himſelf that is diſmiſſed. 


In order then to bring the late Noble Comman. 

der to a juſt Senſe of his Situation, [ would here 
aſk, hath his Majeſty ever notified, that he dif- 
. miſſed him from his Service merely on Account of 
his Behaviour on the Day of Minden? Might 
there not be other Reaſons concurring, and other 
Objections to his Behaviour in general? Objec- 
tions, which, though his Majeſty might think fuf- 

ficient, ro occaſion his being diſmilled from his 
military Employments, are ſtill ſuch as are not 
ſtrictly criminal, ſuch as are not cognizable by a 
Covurt- Martial, and ſuch, as it may be highly 
proper to conceal. Let us only make a Suppoſi- 
tion (not that any ſuch thing has really happened) 
that Prince Ferdinand, beſides the implied Charge 
of Diſobedience, ſhould have laid open many | 
Inſtances ' of Diſagreement between him and | 
the Britzh Commanders, at a Time when the 
Engliſh Nation is ſo much obliged to the Gallant 

Prince, who at the Head of an Army, labouring 
under every Diſadvantage, except what their own 
Courage ſupplied, found full Employmegt for all 
the Armies of France, has re-eſtabliſhed the Su- 
periority of cur Arms in Germany, and by pre- 
lerving Hanover, will enable England to keep 
America; I ſay, at ſuch a Time, ſuch a Prince 1s 
not to be diſobliged. And if, by an unfortunate 

Concurrence of Accidents, He and any Britiſh 
' Commander have ſo diſagreed that no Inquiry can 
be made into the Conduct of the latter, without 

zn Attempt to impeach that of the former; * | 

| | _ 
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| [37] 
this Caſe, the Diſcniſtion of the latter, without 
y Trial, is neceſſary for the public good, will 
give no Offence the Army, in general ; however 
it may ſeem a e on the Perſon . 
* uffers. | 


There are certain Situazions fo ahjak that a par- 
ticular Hardſhip muſt be inflicted, to obtain a 
general Good: And if the Diſmiſſion of Lord 
George, can ſecure, to this Country, the Continu- 
ance of Prince Ferdinand's Zeal, and a more effec- 
tual Exertion of his Abilities; his Lordſhip will 
pot ind it eaſy to perſuade any Number of People, 
that there is any great Injuſtice Gone him in not 
granting him a Court- a 


But, indeed, I cannot ſee how his Lordſhip can 
poſſibly obtain, what he ſo loudly demands. He 
tells us in his Addreſs to the Public That not- 
„ withſtanding his Diſmiſſion from all his mili- 
« tary Employments, he till hopes, and is in- 
& formed, . that he may have the Advantage of a 
5 legal Trial *” But, ſurely, his Eagerneſs to 
have ſuch an Opportunity x a public Hearing, 
muſt have made him forgetful of the firſt Princi- 
ples of military Law; Principles which, I hope, 
will never be explained, or extended to the Preju- 
dice of the Civil Conſtitution of the Kingdom; 
and, without ſuch a Stretch I cannot ſee how 
His Lordſhip can, unleſs he be reſtored to his 


military Capacity, be brought upon his Trial 


before an Aſſembly of Officers. 
God forbid, that military Juriſdiction ſhould 


ever be extended in this Country over a Perſon 
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wih, indeed, that ſome Methed might be con- 


For tho? ſuch a Court might do Juſtice to his pe 


10 


who is not under uin Command. I heanif 


trived to give Lord George Sackville a public Op: 
portuility of Producing all the Evidence he iq 
without recriminating upon others, to fatisfy his 


Country that his Behaviour at Minden, was not 


unworthy of the commanding Officer of Troops, 
who ſhewed, that Day, what Wonders may be 
performed, in ſpite of 'the greateſt Inequality of 
Numbers, when determined Courage, and manly 
Perſeverance, are oppoſed to an Enemy, whofe 


Timidity is equalled only by his Preſumption 


However, I ſhould tremble to ſee Lord G—, 
who now is veſted with no Character beſides 
that of a Country - Gentleman, appear, at the 
Horſe-Guards before a Court of Red- Coat Judges. 


r- 
ſonal Conduct, and acquit him of the implyd 
Charge of diſobeying the Pririce's Orders, the Pre- 
cedent of ſeeing a Court-martial held on One who 


is certainly not within military Juriſdiction, would 


juſtly alarm every One who prefers the Law to 
the Sword, and the Liberties of Britain before the 
Eſtabliſhment of a military Tyranny, 


Every One knows, that Cotrrts-hinrt#al have no 


other Foundation than the Autry AF, which 


gives the King the Right of appointing them; 


* 


which deſcribes the Perſons over whom they are 


allowed to extend their Juriſdiction; and which 
eſtabliſnes thoſe Articles of War, the Offences 


againſt which are declared to be punithable by this 


Military Court, 


Let us turn our Eyes, then, on the Mutiny All, 


and we ſhall find it limiting the Juriſdiction of 


Courts- 


RR _ 3 
caurts- martial and; painting; qut- who: ate thoſe 
bring muſtered, or. in Pay. as. an Qffcer,_ on who: 


— 


in Meer ; . i, 
or foal}. be liſted, ar im Pay as. 4. Soldier *, axe 'the, 
Words of the At; Words which will be an eter- 
N TIE: againſt the Enęroachments of military, 
courts, and abſolutely exclude, them from try- 

ing Lord G. S. who, at the Fime when he ap- 
plies for ſuch a Trial, is nat: muſtered, nor. in Pay 
as an, Officer, and who never yas liſted nor in Pay, 
as a Soldier. So that were we to e it poſſible 
that his Majeſty. could be prevailed upon, at the 

earneft Solicitation. of the Noble Commander, to 
iſue his Warrant for a Court - martial to aſſemble, 
I do not think there could be found in the whole 
Army, fo. many Officers as are requiſite, to conſti- 
tute a General Court-1nartial, who could be ſo un- 
acquainted with the Articles of War, as to pro- 
ceed upon the Trial of a Perſon who is as expreſsly 
exempted from military Juriſdiction, as if he never 
had. bore the King's Commiſſion, nor ever been 
an Officer in that Army, from which his Majeſty 
has been pleaſed to diſmiſs him f. 


* Page 7. | 5 

T A whimfcal Acquaintance of wine has hit upon a notable 

Quirk of military Law, by which Lord George's Affair may 

ſtill be made cognizable by a Court-martial. His Scheme, in 

ſhort, is, That Lord George, inftead of being Defendant, ſhould 

conſtitute himſelf Plaintiff ; inſtead of ſoliciting a Court-mare 
tial on himſelf, to try whether he refuſed to advance at Min- 

den, which cannot poſſibly be granted to him, that he ſhould 

ſolicit a Court-martial on ſuch Officers as have accuſed him, 

and have them tried for Defamation ; and he ſuppoſes that the 
ingenious Mr. GA will be able to find out ſome Article of 

War, under which any Officer may be tried, for ſaying that 

L—d George refuſed to advance at Minden. I objected to this 

Method, by ſaying, that if every Officer who ſhall report any 

thing to the Diſadvantage of anothgr's Conduct, in the Tn 


But 


| Over, and that a Court-Martial really had Jurif. 


Fo 


of War, the Law Book of a military Court, a 


Behaviour of Commanders be ever ſo daſtardly, and the Re- 


my Odjection; but it had no Weight with him; inſiſting, from 


140 


But, adntitdng hit this Difficulty could be gre © 


diction over Lord George, and could proceed to 
try him; the Abſurdity of bringing him to ſuch 
a Court would ſtill be obvious..—By the Articles 


Power is given them of varying their Sentence 
according to the Circumſtances of the Caſe, as 
they ſhall turn out, upon the Evidence. Repri- 
mand, Mul& of Pay, Suſpenſion for a limited 
Time, caſhiering, Death is, I believe, a pretty 
exact Gradation of military Puniſhment, But, 
ſuch is the Situation of Lord G. S. that a Court- 
Martial could not poſſibly vary his Caſe accord- 


of Action, ſhall be liable to be brought to the military Bar as 
a Criminal, at the Suit of the very Perſon whom he accuſes, 
his Majeſty and the Public can never expe& to be acquainted 
with Inftances of real Miſbehaviour. "For if a military In- 
eg is immediately to be erected, to puniſh the honeſt 

fficer who dares to ſpeak his Sentiments, and bear Witneſs 
to the Truth, every one's Mouth will be ſealed up, let the 


wards of Valour be proſtituted to thoſe who merit Infamy and 
Diſmiſſion. My Friend could not deny the Speciouſneſs of 


a late very remarkable Inſtance, that the Method he propoſed 
of making Lord George Plaintiff was agreeable to the Rules 
and Practices of the Army. The Inſtance he appealed to was 
the late Caſe of Colonels C——y and J at St. Cas. The 
latter who is the junior Officer, having aſſerted that he con- 
manded and led on the three Companies of the Firſt Regiment of 
Guards, the other as the ſuperior Officer, who looked on this as 
implying a Charge, it being evident that a junior Officer could 
not command, if his Senior was preſent, inſtead of demanding 
a Court-martial on himſelf, which was the old Way, got 
L-— tried for defaming his Character. My Friend thinks 
Lord George ſhould certainly follow this Example, eſpeci- 
ally as his Lordihip cannot be tried himſelf ; which there- 
fore points out to him the other nerv, faſpioned Way of try- 
ing his Accuſers, as the Point he ought to inſiſt on. 

7 | : f mg 


: him a public Hearing, liable to no Objections; 
| which, therefore, I ſhould incline to think his 
Majeſty will not deny him; and which Lord 

Ce 


kit demand. Let him defire a Board of Gene- 


ing to the Evidence; they have no Alternative, 
| they muſt either acquit, or they muft Sentence 


him to be ſhot.” Turn'd out of the Army, all 


the lower Puniſhments, he-hath already fuffered ; 
and perhaps the Evidence of his Trial, might 
reach, if to any Cenſure at all, only to one of 
thoſe Cenſures which he already feels. — And I 
need ſay nothing after this, to ſhew the Impoſſtbi- 
lity of his Trial by a Court-Martial. 


Muſt he, therefore, ſit down under this Load of 
Infamy, unheard ? The Conſequence doth not fol- 
low. He may ſtill defend himſelf various Ways. 
The Preſs is open to him as a Country Gentleman; 
and, perhaps his Lordſhip has, too much, neglected 
this Chanel of Vindication. He ſhould either not 
have appealed to the Public at all; or have gone 


farther than he has done. He has another Me- 


thod of clearing up his Character as a Member 
of Parliament; by telling his Tale in the Houſe 
of Commons. But his Lordſhip, will hardly 
chooſe this Method, unleſs he has a better Chance 
than he ſeems to have at preſent, of being well 
ſupported there. He can make no Apology for 
his Conduct in that Aſſembly, which will not be 
conſtrued as an Attack upon Perſons, whom De- 
cency and Duty will engage them to defend, and 
conſequently the Attempt of any thing, in this Way, 


muſt be the laſt Effort of Deſpair, ſtill augment- 
ing its Puniſhment. . 


There is, however, another Way of allowing 


ge himſelf, if he conſults his own Intereſt, 
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ral Officers; not to inquire into the Cauſes of 
his Diſmiſſion from the Army; (theſe are in the 
Breaſt of the King; and nobody, not his Lord. 
ſhip who is diſmiſſed, has any rght to inquire 
what they are) but to inquire into the ſingle 
Fact, whether or no he diſobeyed any Order 
from Prince Ferdinand, on the Day of the Battle 
of Minden. If he can bring Evidence to acquit 
himſelf of this Charge, his perſonal Charaftr 
will be fully vindicated, as to that particular 
Point: And this is all he can expect. For, if 
he ſhould by this means ſatisfy the World, 


that he is not guilty of any ſuch Crime; it 


will ſtill remain a Point, which no Board of 
Genera] Officers, nor any other Set of Men, 
ſhould meddle with, that his Majeſty may have 
very ſufficient Reaſon for ſtripping Lord George 
of his military Employments. And if his Lord- 
ſhip ſhould be able to ſatisfy the Public, that his 
Perſonal Behaviour at Minden, is not ſo criminal 
as hath been repreſented, he will have no Reaſon 
to regret that he has ceaſed to command our Ar- 


mies, as it will be his own Fault if he doth not, 


by his ſuperior Abilities, amply recompence him- 
ſelf, by ſharing in the Direction of our Councils; 
and acquiring that Importance, as a Member of 
Parliament, which he never could have acquired 
as a General, in a Country where Generals, I hope, 


never 2071] be permitted to be Stateſmen. 


Jam very ſenſible that my Impartiality, in 
treating this Subject, which it is now time to cloſe, 
will be apt to offend both Sides. The Advocates 
for Lord George will never forgive me, for infiſt- 
ing that he has no Right to complain of being 
diſmiſſed without a Trial, nor to demand a _ 

3 mart! 
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martial after his Diſmiſſion. On the other Hand, 
[ have been too diligent in expoſing the Malice 
and Fraud of the Author of the Letters to the Noble 
Commander, to expect that his Lordſhip's deter- 
mined Enemies can be pleaſed with my Perform- 
ance. But the candid and unprejudiced Part of 
the Public will, perhaps, for this very Reaſon read 
it with the greater Attention : And tho? it ſhould 
be pronounced dull and tireſome, its Stile con- 
demned as barbarous, and its Arguments diſre- 

ed as inconcluſive, I am not without my 
Hopes, that, whoever peruſes it, with Impar- 
tality, will acquit me of the Charge I ſhould moſt 
diſlike—that of proftituting my Pen, to defend a 
Cauſe that my Heart diſapproves, and of turning 
Author at the Expence of my Integrity. 
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